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Christopher Canter 

From: Jonathan Marashlian [jsrn@thlglaw. com] 

Sent: Friday, June 09,2006 10:21 AM 
To: 'Stephen Murray' 

cc: 'David Rudd-GR; 'Mike Skrivan'; 'Sandi Brondsema'; 'Michael Shuler' 

Subject: RE: BitWise Communications ICA Negotiations 

Thank you Stephen. 

I will be reviewing the documents over the weekend, so let's plan on getting started on Monday. Based on your 
message to Mike, shall I assume August 
negotiations, could we agree to push back all relevant dates by 20 days, thus making the drop-dead termination 
date August 307 

Jonathan 

Tel: 703-714-1313 
www. thl&wAom 

is your proposed termination date? To accommodate our 

COA'FIDENTIAL & PRIYILEGEfi . R7TGRNEY-CLIEW COh4MpLLLC&llQN 
l_l - --l-.---l.-"- 

From: Stephen Murray [mailto:murmys@madisonriver.net] 
Sent: Thursday, lune 08,2006 6:59 PM 
To: 'jsm@thlglaw.com' 
Cc: David Rudd-GR; Mike Skrivan; Sandi Brondsema; 'Michael Shuler' 
Subject: RE: BitWise Communications IC4 Negotiations 

Good Afternoon. I just left you a voice  message^ I would prefer a letter, which can be electronlcally Sent 
as an attachment to an e-mail message. 

I will forward to you t h e  e-mail message that I sent to Mike last evening; as a separate message, as I am 
not sure if you received it from him. The letter does have the relevant dates on it. 

We could start as early as tomorrow, if you like, or alternatively we can start on Monday. l would assume 
you may want to take a day or two to familiarize yourself with the proposed wntract so I Will attach it 
herein. The contract actually consists of 3 documents; 

I, the Agreement itself 
2.  the pricing matrix 
3. the CLEC service guide 

Please note that this edition of the contract reflects numerous updates since the original template was 
issued ... 

Stephen V. Munay 
Director, Regulatory Affairs 
Madison Kiver Communications, L , K  
103 So. 5th Street 
Mebane, NC 27302 
919-563-8109 
niurra~s@madisoiivcr. net 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Jonathan Marashlian [mailto:jmarashlian@verizon.net] 

6/22/2007 

mailto:murmys@madisonriver.net
mailto:jmarashlian@verizon.net
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Sent: Thursday, June 08, 2006 12:09 PM 
To: murrays@rnadisonriver.net 
Subject: BitWise Communications ICA Negotiations 

Mr. Murray 

As you may be aware, I am special teiecommunications counsel for BitWise Communications. I 
understand that you have recently exchanged communications with Mike Shuler regarding re- 
negotiation of a replacement Interconnection Agreement. 

Previous to these recent discussions, I understand Gallatin sent BitWise a certified letter dated 
November 1, 2005, in which Gallatin notified BitWise of its intent to terminate the existing ICA 
unless a replacement ICA was negotiated in a timely manner. 

Although I did receive a copy of the letter, at the time I did not have client authorization to 
negotiate directly with Gallatin. it appears that efforts to negotiate a replacement agreement 
directly with my ciient may have stalled in the absence of active counsel. 

I believe you have indicated to Mike that Gallatin will terminate the existing ICA shortly and will 
thereafter convert to tariffed rates. I am hopeful we can avoid this outcome and respectfully 
request the opportunity to negotiate directly with you on behalf of my ciient, as I now have such 
authority. Unfortunately, the time allotted does not afford adequate opportunity to come up to 
speed. I would therefore request an additional 30 days to negotiate a replacement ICA, in other 
words, I would request a re-start of the negotiation window. I believe that 30 days will be 
sufficient and that given the additional time, we should have no problem executing a replacement 
ICA by the revised deadline for termination. We certainly believe this approach is preferable to 
Gallatin seeking to self-effectuate changes to the existing contract, which is a move we believe 
would be unlawful both under Illinois precedent and FCC intent. 

I understand Gallatin may be frustrated that it has taken until now to make progress on 
negotiations. However, I request this brief extension to allow us to reach a meeting of the minds. 

Please send me the proposed replacement ICA at your earliest convenience. If you have a 
summary document which hightights the material changes to the  agreement, particularly wllh 
respect to pricing, this would be appreciated and will be very heipfui to both parties in terms of 
minimizing delay. 

I look forward to working with you 

Please let me know if you would like this request for a restart of the negotiation window in a letter 
or if this e-mail "writing" suffices. 

With regards 
Jonathan 

Jonathan S. Marashlian 
The Helein Law Group, P.C. 
8180 Greensboro Drive, Suite 700 
McLean, Virginia 22102 
Tel: 703.714.1 313 
Fax: 703.714.1330 
E-mail: jsn@thlqlaw.com 
Web: w.THLGlaw~.com 

LUb'?IQ&!Ol%lL & P R I ~ I I - ~ ~ ~ . ~ . - ~ ~ \ ' ~ . Y ~ E M T ~ O ~ ~ ~ I O . ~ '  

Pursuant to Treasury Reguialians. any U.S. federal tax advice contained in this ~~mmunication. unless Ofhenvise stated. is not 
intended and cannot be used forfie purpose of avoiding tau-relatea penalties. 

This message conlairs confidential information belonging to the sender whicil 1s intended to be  legally privileged and confidential 
andlor a purely private communicalon between ihe sendm ana the recipieni(s). The information contained herein, inciuding any 

ril2212007 
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Christopher Canter 

From: Stephen Murray [murrays@madisonriver.net] 

Sent: 
To: 'jsm@thlglaw.com' 

CC: 

Subject: RE: BitWise Communications ICA Negotiations 

_______I_ ~ 

Friday, June 09, 2006 3:38 PM 

David Rudd--GR; Mike Skrivan; Sandi Brondsema: 'Michael Shulef 

The schedule is a little softer than I had anticipated; although I presume that we can get through all of it in due 
course. 1 think a few more sessions would have been more expedient. However, ifwe have 2 hour sessions and 
do not get sidetracked, it may work out, as the time required to conclude these negotiations typically depends On 
the complexity and quantity of the red-line comments,.. 

Dave Rudd, please verify that you can attend all of these scheduled sessions.. 

Having said that I can live with the letter and schedule; Thanks for getting this out to  me^ I will execute it and 
return it to you immediately ... 
Thanks 

Stephen V. Mui-ray 
Director, Regulatory Affaii-s 
iviadison River Comnunications, iiC 
103 So. 5th Street 
Mebane, NC 27302 
91 9-563-8 109 
mur~ays~madisoilriver.net 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Jonathan Marashlian [mailto:jsm@thlgiaw.com] 
Sent: Friday, June 09, 2006 2:49 PM 
To: 'Stephen Murray' 
Cc: 'David Rudd--GR'; 'Mike Skrivan'; 'Sandi Brondsema'; 'Michael Shuler' 
Subject: RE: BitWise Communications ICA Negotiations 

Stephen - 

See attached, per our discussion 

Jonathan 

Tel. 703-714-1313 
iw .L@!g!?~Kc~E 

CONf~lLJliV?,lL. B PRIVILEGED ~ .4TTORNFI'-CLEI!!ITXQAWL!MC4F!Q?! 

From: Stephen Murray [mailto:murrays@madisonriver.net] 
Sent: Thursday, June 08, 2006 6:59 PM 
To: 'jsm@thlglaw.com' 
Cc: David Rudd--GR; Mike Skrivan; Sandi Brondsema; 'Michael Shuler' 
Subject: RE: BitWise Communications ICA Negotiations 

Good Afternoon. I just left you a voice message. I would prefer a letter, which can be 
electronically sent as an attachment to an e-mail message. 

6/22/2007 

mailto:jsm@thlgiaw.com
mailto:murrays@madisonriver.net
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1 will forward to you the e-mail message that I sent to Mike last evening, as a separate message, 
as I am not sure if you received it from him. The letter does have the relevant dates on it. 

We could start as early as tomorrow, if you like, or alternatively we can start on Monday. I would 
assume you may want to take a day or two to familiarize yourself with the proposed contract so I 
will attach it herein. The contract actually consists of 3 documents; 

1. the Agreement itself 
2. the pricing matrix 
3. the CLEC service guide 

Please note that this edition of the contract reflects numerous updates since the original template 
was issued ... 

Stephen V. Murray 
Director, Kegulatov Affairs 
Madison River Comnmnicatinns, LLC 
103 So. 5th Street 
Mebane, NC 27302 
919-563-8109 
murrays@madisonriver.net 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Jonathan Marashlian [mailto:jmarashIian@verizon.net] 
Sent: Thursday, lune 08, 2006 12:09 PM 
To: murrays@madisonriver.net 
Subject: Bitwise Communications ICA Negotiations 

Mi. Murray - 

As you may be aware, I am special telecommunications counsel for BitWise 
Communications. I understand that you have recently exchanged communications with 
Mike Shuler regarding re-negotiation of a replacement Interconnection Agreement. 

Previous to these recent discussions, I understand Gallatin sent Bitwise a certified letter 
dated November 1, 2005, in which Gallatin notified BitWise of its intent to terminate the 
existing ICA unless a replacement ICA was negotiated in a timely manner. 

Although I did receive a copy of the letter, at the time I did not have client authorization to 
negotiate directly with Gallatin. It appears that efforts to negotiate a replacement 
agreement directly with my client may have stalled in the absence of active counsel. 

I believe you have indicated to Mike that Gallatin will terminate the existing ICA shortly 
and will thereafter convert to tariffed rates. I am hopeful we can avoid this outcome and 
respectfully request the opportunity to negotiate directly with you on behalf of my client, 
as I now have such authority. Unfortunately, the time allotted does not afford adequate 
opportunity to come up to speed. I would therefore request an additional 30 days to 
negotiate a replacement ICA. in other words, I would request a re-start of the negotiation 
window. I believe that 30 days will be sufficient and that given the additional time, we 
should have no problem executing a replacement ICA by the revised deadline for 
termination. We certainly believe this approach is preferable to Gallatin seeking to self- 
effectuate changes to the existing contract. which is a move we believe would be 
unlawful both under Illinois precedent and FCC intent. 

I understand Gallatin may be frustrated that it has taken untll now to make progress on 
negotiations. However, I request this brief extension to allow us to reach a meeting of the 
minds. 

Please send me the proposed replacement ICA at your earliest convenience. I f  you have 

4/22/2007 

mailto:murrays@madisonriver.net
mailto:jmarashIian@verizon.net
mailto:murrays@madisonriver.net
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a summary document which highlights the material changes to the agreement, 
particularly with respect to pricing, this would be appreciated and will be very helpful to 
both parties in terms of minimizing delay. 

I look forward to working with you. 

Please let me know if you would like this request for a restart of the negotiation window in 
a letter or if this e-mail "writing" suffices. 

With regards, 
Jonathan 

Jonathan S. Marashlian 
The Helein Law Group, P C. 
8180 Greensboro Drive, Suite 700 
McLean, Virginia 22102 
Tel: 703.714.1313 
Fax: 703.714.1330 
E-mail: jsm@~thlqlawzc-o.m 
Web: www.THLGlaw.com 

CONI;IDANTIAL-& PR~ILEGED~-.dlTOR_NEY-CLIENT CO,WMUMIC.4TaN 

Pursuant l o  Treasuty Regulalions. any U.S. federal tax advice contained in this communication. unless otherwise 
staled. is not intended and Cannot be used for the purpose of avoiding tax-related penalties. 

This message contaim cOnndenUa1 information bebngimg to the sender, which is intended lo  be legally privileged and 
confidential andlora pureh prlvale Communication bebeen the sender and lhe recipienl(s). The information contained 
herein, Including any anachmenls, Is intended only for !he use of the reciplent(s). If you are not a named recipPnt(s). 
or an employee or agent responsible for delivering it to a named recipient, you are advised and placed an notice that 
any disclmure, copy@, dlslrlbution. the taking ofany aaon orrefraining t o m  an aclion in relance on the mntents or 
information contain& in this message and any attachment is strictly prohibited and may be legally actionable. if you 
have received thismessage army poition of it in error, please immediately advise the E ide r  by return email to 
ism@thlglaw.com, with a copy lo  rnuil@mlgiaw.com and delete the message and any altachrnenb and destroy any 
hardcopies made by you or others. i i  you have forwarded ihis message or any ponion a i  it to anoihei or others, you 
must notify LIS immedietely oftheir proper emaii or other addresses and you are to oofQ them of the privileged and 
confidential n a t m  of this messam and to take a c b n  to delete the messaoe and its attachments and to destrov any " 
hardcopies. Thank you. 

61'22i2007 
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